
 
 

GEOC, a joint programme between the Ministry of the Environment of Japan and 
UNU, contributes to improving communications and outreach between stakeholders 
through establishing partnership in order to realize a sustainable society. 
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The United Nations University (UNU) is a 
global thinktank and postgraduate teaching 
organization headquartered in Japan. The 
mission of UNU is to contribute, through 
collaborative research and education, to 
efforts to resolve the pressing global 
problems of human survival, development 
and welfare that are the concern of the 
United Nations, its Peoples and Member 
States.  In carrying out this mission, the UN 
University works with leading universities 
and research institutes in UN Member 
States, functioning as a bridge between the 
international academic community and the 
United Nations system.  As one of UNU’s 13 
institutes and programmes, located in 12 
different countries, the United Nations 
University Institute for the Advanced Study 
of Sustainability (UNU-IAS) is a leading 
research and teaching institute based in 

sustainable society should be developed by 
a partnership approach. They encouraged 
partnerships among the public, private, and 
community sectors, and urged 
governments, business and industry, 
including transnational corporations, to 
strengthen partnerships to implement the 
principles and criteria for sustainable 
development. 
In response, the Ministry of the 
Environment of Japan (which was still the 
Environment Agency at the time) and the 
United Nations University joined hands to 
establish the Global Environment Outreach 
Centre (GEOC) in October 1996.  In order to 
realize a sustainable society, GEOC 
contributes to improving communications 
and outreach between stakeholders 
through establishing partnership. 
United Nations University will roll out 
various activities and projects to promote 
sustainable development through GEOC 
programme, in which we closely 
collaborate with the Ministry, in view of 
international discussions on the 
environment and sustainable development. 
 

Tokyo, Japan. Its mission is to advance 
efforts towards a more sustainable future, 
through policy-oriented research and 
capacity development focused on 
sustainability and its social, economic and 
environmental dimensions. UNU-IAS serves 
the international community, making 
valuable and innovative contributions to 
high-level policymaking and debates within 
the UN system. 
The activities of the institute are in three 
thematic areas: sustainable societies, 
natural capital and biodiversity, and global 
change and resilience. UNU-IAS applies 
advanced research methodologies and 
innovative approaches to challenge 
conventional thinking and develop creative 
solutions to emerging issues of global 
concern in these areas.  
 
It all started with one meeting 

In the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development as well as Agenda 21, which 
were adopted at the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and 
Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 
Brazil in 1992, it was declared that a 
sustainable society should be developed by 
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